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SUNSET BOULEVARD GREENWAY
Improving Our Sewer System and Benefiting the Community
The Sunset Boulevard Greenway is one of several green infrastructure projects
that the San Francisco Public Utilities Commission (SFPUC) will construct over
the next few years. These projects are part of the Sewer System Improvement
Program (SSIP), a 20-year, multi-billion dollar citywide investment required to
upgrade our aging sewer infrastructure now and for generations to come.

The Sunset Boulevard Greenway will extend over two miles of Sunset
Blvd. between Lincoln Way at Golden Gate Park and Sloat Boulevard near
Lake Merced. Proposed rain gardens along Sunset Boulevard can improve
stormwater management for more than 20 acres of paved surfaces in
the Sunset District, estimated to potentially capture more than 10 million
gallons of runoff annually and reduce more than 5 million gallons annually
of combined sewer discharges into the Pacific Ocean along Ocean Beach.
The Sunset Blvd neighboring community can assist in designing the green
features of this project by providing input during the Planning Phase. The
project design elements will consider neighbors’ feedback received at
community meetings and through online engagement tools.

Project Timeline
2012

2013

2014

2015

2016

WINTER - SPRING

Planning
SPRING - WINTER

Design
SUMMER - SUMMER

Construction
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This project will combine innovative green infrastructure technologies with
grey infrastructure to help manage and treat stormwater before it enters the
combined sewer system. Green infrastructure uses the natural process of
plants and soil to drain, filter, and clean stormwater, reducing the burden on the
sewer system.

Lincoln Way

Sloat Blvd.

Proposed Green Features
• Rain Gardens: Create functional
landscaping to manage stormwater in
undeveloped green areas
Additional Improvements
• Rejuvenate pedestrian and cyclist
space and trail use
• Enhance habitat for local plants
and wildlife
• Provide community recreation space
• Beautify Sunset Boulevard
• Increase public education about
Green Infrastructure
• Create real life green science projects
for local youth

Green infrastructure can help manage and treat stormwater onsite before it enters the sewer system and also
provide livable city benefits like neighborhood beautification and traffic calming.

Permeable Pavement: Allows
stormwater to soak into the ground in
contrast to hard surfaces (concrete or
asphalt) where stormwater rapidly flows
into the sewer system.

Rain Gardens: Capture stormwater
runoff from streets, roofs, and parking lots.
Plants and soil absorb that water, reducing
the amount of runoff overwhelming the
sewer system.

Bulb Outs with Green
Infrastructure: A traffic calming

method that extends the sidewalk, reducing
the distance to cross the street increasing
pedestrian visibility and safety. These may
include various green technologies
to capture and treat stormwater.

Get Involved

Help Build Green Infrastructure
Projects Near You

Participate in exciting programs to help upgrade our aging
sewer system and green the City.

Join the SFPUC as we plan, design and build green
infrastructure projects in the City over the next few years.
We want to hear from you about the design of these
projects! Visit www.sfwater.org/greeninfrastructure.

Help Us Plan for the Future
of Our Sewer System
Become part of the long-term planning process
of sewer system improvements for the next twenty
years within the City’s distinct watersheds. Visit
www.sfwater.org/urbanwatersheds.

About the Sewer System
Improvement Program

Create a Green Space in Front
of Your Home or Business
Gather your neighbors and connect with the SFPUC
and Friends of the Urban Forest (FUF) to remove
impermeable pavement concrete and install beautiful
green sidewalk gardens. The SFPUC is collaborating
with FUF to install sidewalk gardens in select
neighborhoods in the eastern half of the city.
To participate, visit www.fuf.net/sidewalk.

The Sunset Boulevard Greenway is a part of the Sewer
System Improvement Program (SSIP), a 20-year, multibillion dollar citywide investment required to upgrade our
aging sewer system. The SSIP is the result of an eight-year
community planning process and will ensure a reliable,
sustainable and seismically safe sewer system now and in
the future.
sfwater.org/ssip
ssip@sfwater.org

sfwater.org

