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San Francisco Public Utilities Commission
Citizens’ Advisory Committee
Water Subcommittee
Minutes
October 17, 2011
5:30 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.
1155 Market Street, 4th Floor Conference Room
Members
Jennifer Clary – Chair
Donald Carmignani
Richard Hansen

Art Jensen
Walt Farrell

Mike Marshall
Karen Donovan

Staff: Suzanne Gautier
ORDER OF BUSINESS
1. Call to order
The meeting was called to order at 5:32 p.m.
2. Roll call
Present: Clary, Hansen, Jensen, Marshall, Donovan, Carmignani
3. Although the presentation on Water Supply was listed as Item 6 on the agenda,
the presentation from AGM Ritchie was given immediately following roll call.
Highlights of the presentation included the following:
A clarification of what is meant by “design drought” in water supply planning.
This is a formula used by water utilities on how to respond to droughts when
forecasting water supplies.
A description of the amount of water that is projected to be saved by our
conservation efforts in San Francisco.
The differences in demand projections when we consider whether or not to
include San Jose and Santa Clara as two more customers we guarantee we will
supply water too on a longer-term basis.
Updated demand projections from all of our wholesale and retail customers could
impact anticipated shortages.
We are currently analyzing the potential for graywater, stormwater, blackwater
and sump pump water to meet some non-potable demands, a draft report on the
findings is anticipated in January 2012.

There are policy decisions that will come before our Commission with respect to
water supply options and meeting future demands by all of our customers.
When presented with all of the demand challenges and considerations, the
SFPUC could potentially be faced with a shortfall of as much as 45mgd. This
number represents the outer limit, when all potential demands would need to be
met with current supplies.
As to the topic of water transfers as a potential source of water, the following
information was provided:
The WSIP PEIR included a dry-year transfer of water from the Modesto Irrigation
District (MID) of up to 2mgd. Discussions underway with MID are considering
additional transfers of water. In consideration of any additional transfers the
SFPUC would stipulate to the following:
Full CEQA review of any additional transfers
No significant impact on the Lowe Tuolumne River
Water would be from stored water
MID is hosting public meetings in Modesto to present water transfer
considerations and get feedback.
The Modesto Bee has been covering Water Policy and Water Transfers, all are
encouraged to read the coverage in the Sunday, October 16 issue of the Bee.
Item 7 on the agenda included an explanation of the impact of the WSIP and
bond funded projects on water rates and why some capital projects are funded
with cash and others by debt or long-term bond financing. Crispin Hollings
provided information to the committee.
Considerations in cash or bond financing include:
available cash; low-interest rate on bond sales; avoiding taxable bond sales; and
meeting the need to repair and maintain infrastructure when revenues are down.
4. Review and approval of minutes from the Sept. 19, 2011 meetings
Moved by Jensen, second by Marshall, approved without objection
5. Public comment
None
6. Staff announcements/updates – Suzanne Gautier reported on the continuing
efforts to draft an MOU with the Recreation and Park Department covering
management at Lake Merced. Member Jensen commented about inter-agency
collaboration. The latest draft version will be provided to committee members as
requested.
7. Member Donovan asked that the committee consideration commenting on the
policy questions about water supply that are before our Commission. Member
Jensen will present the BAWSCA (our wholesale customers) perspective on
these policy questions at the next regularly scheduled subcommittee meeting.
8. To engage in continuing discussions about the water enterprise budgeting
process member Clary requested information about the amount in “work orders”
designated to other city departments, as these work orders have budget impact..

In addition a request for information about what other city departments pay the
SFPUC in the form of work orders was also requested.
9. Note, the November meeting will be held on November 14, 2011.
10. Member Hansen moves for adjournment, second by member Donovan, meeting
adjourned at 7pm.

