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Citizens’ Advisory Committee
Wastewater Subcommittee

MEETING MINUTES – FINAL
Thursday, August 9, 2012
5:30 – 7:00 p.m.
525 Golden Gate Ave., 2nd Floor, O’Shaughnessy Conference Room A
Members: Terrence Jones, Alex Lantsberg, David Pilpel, Javieree PruitHill (chair), Dairo
Romero (excused)
1. Call to order and Roll Call – Meeting was called to order at 5:31 p.m.
Roll Call - See above
SFPUC Staff present – Idil Bereket, Teresa Young, Martin Dorward, Leamon Abrams, Greg
Mayer
Members of the public – Tom Frisher
Idil Bereket introduced Teresa Young as the new staff liaison for the Wastewater CAC. Also
introduced was Lily Madjus who is the Communications Lead for the Sewer System
Improvement Program (SSIP)
2. Minutes – The July 12, 2012 Regular Meeting minutes were approved.
Public Comment: None

3. Public Comment on matters that are within the committee’s jurisdiction and are not
on today’s agenda
None

4. Communications Staff Report
Idil Bereket’s report
 The Emergency North Shore Force Main Rehabilitation Project has started on the
Embarcadero between Washington & Howard, and Howard between The Embarcadero and
Steuart Streets. The work takes place on weekends and nights and will continue through
November 2012.
 The Ocean Beach Sand Management Project is a project that will move sand from one
part of Ocean Beach to the other. We are going to the Coastal Commission to present about
the project and expect to start in the next week or so. Duration of work is approximately 6
weeks.
David Pilpel: are there notices for each of these projects?

 Idil Bereket: The notice for the emergency North Shore work is on our website under
“Construction In Your Neighborhood” and the notice for the Ocean Beach project is on the
National Park Service’s website.
David Pilpel: Please send me a copy of each notice.

Public Comment: None

5. Sewer System Improvement Program (SSIP) Validation – update by Martin Dorward,
and Leamon Abrams followed by discussion
Some highlights from the update: Workshop #1 was on the treatment system, the workshop
on July 27 was on the collection system. At the 7/27 workshop, we went over the goals, the
levels of service, green infrastructure, did a summary and how everything ties into the $7 billion
budget for SSIP. We did condition assessment around force mains, combined sewer overflow
(CSD) outfalls, backflow prevention, pump station improvements. Then Rosey talked about
green infrastructure, Stormwater Design Guidelines, public & private partnerships; the total for
the green infrastructure is $400 million.
Alex Lantsberg (Alex): is the $400 million a down payment, the sum of all projects
 Martin Dorward: it’s the sum for all projects.
 Leamon Abrams: the percentage of green projects are within the collection system, and
about 20%.
David Pilpel (David): Related to rain events, flooding, you have to make sure that you
differentiate the responsibilities (i.e. SFPUC, City, or property owner). If you live in a low-lying
area, you will be prone to flooding.
Javieree PruittHill: Please let us have Marty finish his update before we ask our questions.
Martin Dorward continued with his update: We then continued with the westside, such as
the existing conditions Lake Merced, regulatory changes. The drivers for the westside are three
combined sewer discharges a year, which will mean upgrading the Westside Pump Station by
100 million gallons.
David: Is there a copy of the presentation that you can send us?
 Martin Dorward: it’s online with the Commision agenda.
David: at some point, I would like staff to provide an official response to the resolution.
Terrence Jones (Terrence): is the $400 million for green infrastructure to reduce storm surge?
 Martin Dorward: Green infrastructure will have a hard time handling peaks
Terrence: If you had $5 billion dollars, would you be able to stop it? Or, the question is, would
$400 million be considered a drop in the bucket?
 Martin Dorward: In terms of managing peak flows, it is a drop in the bucket, but in the long
term, it’s much more than that.
Terrence: are the projects public, private, government?
 Martin Dorward: the objective is to cover all of the City.
 Greg Mayer: there are limits on where the money can be spent. It has to be land that the
SFPUC controls.
Alex: how about the places that you can lease?
 Greg Mayer: I can’t answer to that, but the SFPUC is participating in many other greening
projects that are in addition to the $400 million.
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Alex: What do you think of the public/private partnership? How about doing some stormwater
purchases or leases within private properties? Can you put together what the City is doing in
terms of green projects? The SFPUC needs to have a handle of the many projects that they are
working on.
David: We do annual reports for a lot of issues, and we should have one for Low Impact
Development (LID).
Terrence: Outreach on rates needs to happen. Also, within the $400 million budget there
should be incentives for turning concrete to green surfaces.


Leamon Abrams: we are working with Lily Madjus on outreach and would like to come
back to present at your next meeting in September. Also, Rosey and Sarah can come in to
talk about their programs.

Public Comment by Tom Frisher: does the $400 million budget include long-term
maintenance?
 Martin Dorward: no, it does not.
6. Comments, suggestions and requests for future agenda items by members of the WWCAC,
staff and general public
David Pilpel:
 Spot Sewer Repair Program
 Biosolids update
 Sand & grit, which is a continuous problem
 Food waste
 Next time we talk about LID, we should decide on a periodic report and incentives
 The “Bay Friendly Coalition” and how does the SFPUC relates to it
Terrence:
 Rates are probably going to be a topic at the Full CAC in September. Perhaps something
related to that.
 Capital projects vs. incentives
 Something in the lines of the fact that the public doesn’t know that they pay more for
wastewater than water.
Leamon Abrams: we would like to come back to talk about outreach in relation to rates.
Public Comment: None

8. Adjourned – Moved by Terrence, and seconded by Javieree the meeting adjourned at 6:21
p.m.
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