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San Francisco Public Utilities Commission
Citizens’ Advisory Committee
MINUTES
Tuesday, July 26, 2011
5:30 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.
1155 Market Street, 4th Floor Conference Room
Members
Alex Lantsberg – Chair
Doug Cain
Walt Farrell
Art Jensen
Dairo Romero

Stephen Bjorgan
Donald R. Carmignani
Richard T. Hansen
Terrence Jones
Laura Tam

Jessica Patricia Buendia
Jennifer Clary
Winchell Hayward
Mike Marshall

Staff: Jean Walsh and Teresa Ng
ORDER OF BUSINESS
1. Call to order - Chair Lantsberg called the meeting to order at 5:33 p.m.
when the panel achieved quorum.
2. Roll Call
Present: A. Lantsberg, S. Bjorgan, J. Buendia, D. Cain, D. Carmignani, J.
Clary, W. Farrell, R. Hansen, A. Jensen, T. Jones
Absent: W. Hayward, M. Marshall, D. Romero, L. Tam
3. Approval of the May 24, 2011 meeting minutes (no June meeting)
J. Clary moved; W. Farrell seconded. Need to correct name on last page.
Minutes approved by acclamation.
4. Public Comment
Jean McKinley, local resident, attended meeting to learn more about what the
CAC does.
Stanley H, who works at a consulting firm, attended meeting because he is
interested in water issues.
5. Report from the Chair - Chair Lantsberg summarized the full SFPUC
meeting in Bayview about Community Benefits that took place in June 2011:

Met jointly with Southeast Community Commission to talk about future about facility.
• The public brought up concerns about what the funds would be spent on and provided suggestions on
areas they would like the money to go toward.
• Public commented on various groups, age, demographics and communities getting contracts for the
improvements.
• CAC member asked to split the current 2% arts funding to 1% schools and 1% arts.
Chair Lantsberg is trying to pull together a meeting for next month with the new CAC members and City
Attorney’s office to have an overview of the Sunshine & Brown Act. City Attorney’s office would
present and explain the laws that City agencies, electeds and other City Commissions need to abide by.
They like to do one once a year on a regular basis.
Chair Lantsberg spoke with AGM Juliet Ellis about filling the three vacant CAC positions:
a.
District 8 appointment;
b.
A large SF water user;
c.
Mayoral appointment (environmental appointment).
D. Cain asked if CAC members could suggest potential members to Supervisors. Chair Lantsberg
affirmed that CAC can reach out to interested folks and provide suggestions to Supervisors. Current
District 8 CAC position might be abandoned. S. Bjorgan has taken on the role of the Small Business
Representative. D. Cain will confirm with W. Hayward.
S. Bjorgan asked if SFPUC staff can be on CAC. Chair Lantsberg and J. Clary explained that it would be
inappropriate to have SFPUC staff on board as CAC members need to be impartial. R. Hansen agreed
with J. Clary.
Chair Lantsberg informed CAC committee that he will not be able to attend next month’s meeting and
will appoint a temporary Chair to run the meeting.
1. Staff update
New CAC staff liaison introduced: Jean Walsh. Teresa Ng will also help staff. J. Walsh explained that the
role of the staff liaison is to coordinate and help facilitate meetings, take roll, record minutes, and work
with Chair to align CAC agendas with Commission issues.
J. Clary explained that she works with a single SFPUC staff member to plot out agendas a few months
ahead to have a goal-oriented committee. D. Cain stressed the importance of working with a staff member
to plan out agendas. Chair Lantsberg further explained that there needs to be a clear request of
documentations through the staff liaison, so that new members will understand how to request and obtain
information.
Q. J. Buendia: Can CAC members request information from staff members through an informal exchange
of emails or do members need to put together a resolution?
A. J. Clary: Resolutions are CAC recommendations to the Commission. The CAC is tasked with advising
the General Manager, Commissioners, Supervisors and Mayor. CAC members can email staff liaison to
request information.
Chair Lantsberg announced that CAC will coordinate meeting agendas to align with issues Commission is
taking on. A. Jensen commented that CAC should consider what SFPUC is not doing and help suggest
what it should be doing. This helps to track what SFPUC is doing.
R. Hansen explained that a year ago, A. Jensen drafted a guide on how to develop and approve
resolutions: what are the issues and respective contemplated actions. Chair Lantsberg clarified these are
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informal guidelines on questions to ask the Commission and bring up at full CAC meetings for further
discussion. A. Jensen will circulate the guide to CAC members and continue this discussion at next
meeting.
2. Subcommittee Reports:
a.
Water – Jennifer Clary
i. Discussion and possible action on a resolution requesting Climate Change Information.
On August 9, Commission will have annual strategic planning retreat. A few months ago, Water
subcommittee discussed what the Water Subcommittee would like to bring up to the Commission.
J. Clary explained that climate change information is an ongoing concern and reports need to mark
progress on resolving this problem. The Water Subcommittee would like to see goal or progress markers
on climate change research and activities. The Resolution reiterates what was passed last year, which was
requesting the Commission to make public all past reports regarding climate change research activities
and results from research conducted, water and wastewater management, and expected results from
Commission based on research activities, schedule and cost.
R. Hansen moved. A. Jenson seconded.
DISCUSSION:
A. Jenson: Need report due to Treasure Island and SFO activities.
J. Clary: Not asking SFPUC to develop report on Treasure Island or SFO, but to explain the impact of
climate change on water and wastewater services, as well as include further research on what the agency
is planning to do.
J. Buendia: The Resolution should include power services also.
D. Cain motioned. A. Jensen accepted.
Resolution passed by acclamation.
ii. Discussion and possible action on a resolution relative to Water Conservation and New
Development.
J. Clary reported that every water agency develops a plan where supply is coming from in next 20 years
and what they are doing in terms of water conservation. The Water Subcommittee discussed that new
development should become water neutral by making developments as water efficient as possible. The
Water Subcommittee is suggesting that new developments take the projected water consumption and pay
into the Water Conservation budget to offset that water use. J. Clary stressed that the Water
Subcommittee views this as a fairness issue.
J. Clary reported that the Water Subcommittee discussed whether multi-unit buildings should be
individually submetered. Since residents do not see water bill, they do not know much water they are
using or saving.
A. Jenson moved. S. Bjorgan (?) seconded.
Comments/Discussions:
Q. Are there multi-unit buildings that have individual metering systems? Is this new?
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A. It is not new. It is just very expensive to do. New developments should design way out of this concern.
Q. How would submetering impact design models?
A. Water Subcommittee is requesting the SFPUC take on ordinance and bring to Mayor and Board of
Supervisors and asking the SFPUC to be the holder of water policy.
A. Jensen suggested friendly amendment to take language from this Resolve about “water neutral” and
include in the first Resolve. T. Jones suggested to amend Resolve by including “City Agencies, new
developments and public stakeholders.”
A. Jensen moved. D. Cain seconded.
Resolution passed by acclamation. J. Clary to include friendly amendment in Resolution.
iii. Discussion and possible action on a resolution relative to Staff Report Content for Informed
Commission Decisions.
J. Clary brought up concerns whether the SFPUC considers increased rates for rate payers. Some of these
issues need to be brought up on the Commission level. The Water Subcommittee wants the SFPUC to
consider precautionary, lifecycle costs of activities and short and long-term rates by considering activities
that impact ratepayers while still being deliberative in decision making process.
Chair Lantsberg suggested friendly amendment to third line to change to “utilities rates.”
D. Cain motioned. A. Jensen accepted. Resolution passed by acclamation.
iv. Approval of the appointment of Karen Donovan as a public member of Water Subcommittee.
A. Jensen moved. D. Cain seconded.
Karen Donovan is now public member of Water Subcommittee approved by acclamation.
b.
Power – Doug Cain
D. Cain brought up concerns about finding new members to join the Power Subcommittee.
D. Cain reported on the last Power subcommittee meeting that took place on April 5, 2011. The
discussion mainly focused around budget priorities. The AGM of the Power Enterprise presented about
the budget. The Power Subcommittee was concerned that the Power Enterprise left out many key details
and budget issues in presentation.
Power Subcommittee concerns included the Enterprise operating on a deficit and working with a budget
that is not sustainable.
If a quorum does not take place at the next Power Subcommittee meeting, D. Cain would like to address
these issues at the next full CAC meeting. J. Clary suggested reviewing a 10 year capital plan of how
SFPUC uses its funds, specifically for the Power Enterprise, scheduling for the City staff budget process
in October/November and developing a Resolution for the full CAC to review in September/October for
next years’ budget planning meeting.
c.
Wastewater – Laura Tam
Chair of Wastewater was not present. There was no wastewater meeting this past month (4 out of 7
people were away on vacation), so the quorum did not take place.
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Chair Lantsberg summarized previous Wastewater subcommittee meeting: At previous meeting, there
was a presentation about monitoring and overflows. Subcommittee wanted to discuss in more detail at
next meeting, especially with the new rates over next few years.
Other discussion topics would cover unbundling rates and stormwater services provided by SFPUC in
public spaces and buildings to reflect pure sewer services, so that agency can link the hard surfaces on
properties to how much stormwater is funneled back into system. This is a proposed incentive structure to
encourage homeowners to depave and create more permeable surfaces. Wastewater subcommittee will
discuss these topics at August meeting.
3. Review SFPUC Commission On-Going Business Calendar
Reviewed the Commission calendar and items/issues for upcoming meetings through November 2011.
The CAC will align CAC agendas with Commission issues for more effective goal setting.
4. Announcements/Comments - J. Clary to run meeting next month in Chair Lantsberg’s absence.
D. Cain motioned. D. Carmignani seconded.
5. Adjournment - Meeting adjourned at 6:56 p.m.
J. Clary moved to adjourn. Chair Lantsberg seconded.

ACTION ITEMS
Action Item: A. Jensen will circulate the resolution guidelines to CAC members for discussion at next
meeting when the City Attorney attends.
Action Item: D. Cain will confirm with W. Hayward his participation in CAC.
Action Item: J. Clary and Water Subcommittee to make slight revisions to resolutions and submit to
Water staff member and Commission for review.
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