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San Francisco Public Utilities Commission
Citizens’ Advisory Committee
AGENDA
Thursday, July 26, 2011
5:30 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.
1155 Market Street, 4th Floor Conference Room
Members
Alex Lantsberg – Chair
Doug Cain
Walt Farrell
Art Jensen
Dairo Romero

Stephen Bjorgan
Donald R. Carmignani
Richard T. Hansen
Terrence Jones
Laura Tam

Jessica Patricia Buendia
Jennifer Clary
Winchell Hayward
Mike Marshall

Staff: Jean Walsh and Teresa Ng
ORDER OF BUSINESS
1.
2.
3.
4.

5.
6.
7.

8.
9.
10.

Call to order
Roll Call
Approval of the May 24, 2011 meeting minutes (no June meeting)
Public Comment - members of the public may address the Committee on
matters that are within the Committee’s jurisdiction and are not on today’s
agenda.
Report from the Chair
Staff update: Introduction of new SFPUC staff member Jean Walsh
Subcommittee Reports:
a. Water – Jennifer Clary
i. Discussion and possible action on a resolution requesting
Climate Change Information. See draft resolution attached.
ii. Discussion and possible action on a resolution relative to
Water Conservation and New Development. See draft
resolution attached.
iii. Discussion and possible action on a resolution relative to Staff
Report Content for Informed Commission Decisions
iv. Approval of the appointment of Karen Donovan as a public
member of Water Subcommittee.
b. Power – Doug Cain
c. Wastewater – Laura Tam
Review SFPUC Commission On-Going Business Calendar
Announcements/Comments
Adjournment

Additional materials not listed as explanatory documents on this agenda, if any, that are
distributed to the SFPUC Citizens’ Advisory Committee (CAC) prior to or during the
meeting in connection with any agenda item will be available to the public for
inspection and copying in accordance with Government Code Section 54954.1 and
Sunshine Ordinance §§ 67.9, 67.28 (b) & 67.28 (d), at 1155 Market Street, 11th Floor.
Disability Access
The CAC meeting will be held in the Conference Room on the 4th Floor of the SFPUC
Offices located at 1155 Market Street. (Between 7th & 8th Streets) The Conference
Room is wheelchair accessible. The nearest accessible BART station is the Civic
Center Station at United Nations Plaza and Market Street. Wheelchair accessible Muni
bus lines serving this location are: 5, 6, 7, 9, 21, 66, and 71. Metro Lines are F, J, K, L,
M and N. For information about accessible Muni services call (415) 923-6142.
The following services are available on request 48 hours prior to the meeting; except
for Monday meetings, for which the deadline shall be 4:00 p.m. of the last business day
of the preceding week: For American sign language interpreters or the use of a reader
during a meeting, a sound enhancement system, and/or alternative formats of the
agenda and minutes, please contact Alison Kastama at (415) 554-0712 or our TTY at
(415) 554-3488 to make arrangements for the accommodation. Late requests will be
honored, if possible.
In order to assist the City's efforts to accommodate persons with severe allergies,
environmental illnesses, multiple chemical sensitivity or related disabilities, attendees
at public meetings are reminded that other attendees may be sensitive to various
chemical based products. Please help the City accommodate these individuals.
Individuals with chemical sensitivity or related disabilities should call our accessibility
hotline at (415) 554-6789.
Lobbyist Registration and Reporting Requirements
Individuals and entities that influence or attempt to influence local legislative or
administrative action may be required by the San Francisco Lobbyist Ordinance [SF
Campaign & Governmental Conduct Code §2.100] to register and report lobbying
activity. For more information about the Lobbyist Ordinance, please contact the San
Francisco Ethics
Commission at 25 Van Ness Avenue, Suite 220 San Francisco, CA 94102, Phone:
(415) 252-3100/Fax: (415) 252-3112, Email: ethics.commission@sfgov.org.
Know your rights under the Sunshine Ordinance (Chapter 67 of the San
Francisco Administrative Code)
Government’s duty is to serve the public, reaching its decisions in full view of the
public. Commissions, boards, councils, and other agencies of the City and County exist
to conduct the people’s business. This ordinance assures that deliberations are
conducted before the people and that City operations are open to the people’s review.
For more information on your rights under the Sunshine Ordinance or to report a
violation of the ordinance, contact the Sunshine Ordinance Task Force, by mail to
Chris Rustom, Administrator, Sunshine Ordinance Task Force, 1 Dr. Carlton B.
Goodlett Place, Room 244 San Francisco, CA 94102-4683; by telephone 415-5547724, by Fax 415-554-7854, or by email: sotf@sfgov.org
The ringing of and use of cell phones, pagers and similar sound-producing electronic
devices are prohibited at this meeting. Please be advised that the Chair may order the
removal from the meeting room of any person(s) responsible for the ringing or use of a
cell phone, pager, or other similar sound-producing electronic devices.

RESOLUTION SUBMITTED BY THE WATER SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE
CAC FOR CONSIDERATION BY THE SFPUC CAC RELATIVE TO:
CLIMATE CHANGE INFORMATION REQUEST
Approved at the July 18, 2011 regular meeting of the CAC Water
Subcommittee

Whereas, the impacts of climate change on San Francisco’s water supplies can
affect residents, businesses and jobs in both the retail and wholesale service
areas; and
Whereas, the SFPUC Citizens’ Advisory Committee on May 25, 2010, adopted
a resolution urging “the General Manager and the Commission to make public
all scopes of work for studies and reports from studies related to the impacts of
or adaptation to climate change, including draft documents in order to make this
information available and to receive public input;” and
Whereas, the SFPUC is a founding member and chair of the Water Utility
Climate Alliance; and
Whereas, the SFPUC has been engaged in modeling climate change impacts on
their system for several years; and
Whereas, the Commission, at their June 14, 2011, authorized a grant application
for federal funding to assess the potential effects of climate change on the
SFPUC’s water supply;
Whereas, that application specifically states that the project will be designed
and performed with the “expectation” that the conclusions will be
communicated to the public, but also states that such communication is not
included in the grant workplan;
Therefore, be it Resolved, that the CAC urges the Commission to make public
all past reports generated by the SFPUC’s climate research activities; and
Be it Further Resolved that the CAC urges the Commission to produce a written
report that states: a) what, if any, specific results from that research that have
been incorporated into planning for water and wastewater management and
capital improvements, and b) what results the Commission expects will be
achieved by these research activities, on what schedule and at what expense.

RESOLUTION SUBMITTED BY THE WATER SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE
CAC FOR CONSIDERATION BY THE SFPUC CAC RELATIVE TO:
WATER CONSERVATION AND NEW DEVELOPMENT
Approved by the Water Subcommittee, as revised on June 20, 2011
Whereas, the San Francisco Public Utilities Commission has embarked on an
aggressive program to increase water conservation in its retail service area in
order to satisfy future water demands;
Whereas, some portion of the water conserved through this program will be
used to satisfy the needs of new development;
Whereas, the SFPUC is investing more than $5million per year on this program,
a cost borne by current ratepayers;
Whereas, a significant portion of the SFPUC’s residential customers live in
multi-unit housing and do not receive a water bill, which provides a significant
conservation incentive;
Whereas, most new development in San Francisco is multiunit construction;
Therefore be it Resolved, that the SFPUC Citizens’ Advisory Committee urges
the Commission to adopt and a “water neutral” development policy, whereby
new developments would offset their projected net water use by funding
SFPUC conservation efforts that would save an amount equivalent to that net
water use;
Be it further Resolved, that the CAC urges the Commission to require that new
multi-unit buildings be individually metered or submetered for water use, and
that the Commission direct staff to work with City agencies and public
stakeholders to develop a functional program;
Be it further Resolved, that the SFPUC take the necessary steps with the Mayor
and the Board of Supervisors to ensure that these policies are incorporated into
the appropriate City codes.

RESOLUTION SUBMITTED BY THE WATER SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE
CAC FOR CONSIDERATION BY THE SFPUC CAC RELATIVE TO:
STAFF REPORT CONTENT FOR INFORMED COMMISSION DECISIONS
Approved at the July 18, 2011 Regular Meeting of the CAC Water Subcommittee
Whereas, the San Francisco Public Utilities Commission is charged with
representing the public in directing policy and budget decisions for the agency;
Whereas, the Commission currently has limited mechanisms for assessing the full
costs and benefits of their actions;
Whereas, the public has limited ability to understand the impact of Commission
decisions on their environment and their water rates;
Therefore, be it resolved, that for assessing actions and policies being considered by
the Commission, the Commission direct staff to cite in staff reports to the
Commission:
 How the proposed action forwards or addresses sustainability and precautionary
decision making;
 The life-cycle cost of the proposed action, including environmental and public
health costs and benefits;
 The short and long-term impact on rates of the decision and the alternatives
considered, including no action.

